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tain that the official Serbian Government does not know
what the army is doing, is by no means tenable." Potiorek
added new information which he had just received concern-
ing the treasonable activities of the Sokol Societies in which
Serbian military officers and high officials had an active
part. He declared that he could not assume the responsi-
bility of remaining in office unless vigorous measures were
taken at once. Mere demands such as those suggested by
Wiesner were not enough. It was necessary to crush the
machine behind all this agitation, i.ev the Serbian armyf
"All this sort of thing would have been wholly impossible,
unless it had been known and tolerated, if not furthered,
by the Serbian Government."74
Potiorek's views, strengthened by long residence in
Bosnia and close contact with Serbia, corresponded more
nearly to what Berchtold and the Ballplatz officials sus-
pected was the truth than Wiesner's more judicial and con-
servative preliminary conclusions. The three demands
which Wiesner had suggested were incorporated in the ulti-
matum to Serbia, but otherwise Berchtold appears to have
made little or no immediate use of his report, Wiesner
was left at work sifting the material and drawing up the
dossier jof evidence to be presented to the Powers. Mean-
while Berchtold continued with the plan, desired by Conrad
and Potiorek, of bringing about a localized preventive war
against Serbia.
THE CONVERSION OF TISZA
On July 14 Berchtold finally succeeded in persuading
Tisza to give up his opposition to an ultimatum with a
short time-limit. But he had to yield to Tisza's unalter-
able demand that before the ultimatum was presented, a
full Ministerial Council should adopt the formal resolution
that "Austria, aside from slight regulations of boundary,
74 Potiorek to Conrad, July 14; Conrad, IV, 82-85.

